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Week 5 Term 1 -  2024 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 
Hello to our families and can you believe we are halfway through the term.  
 
Wednesday 6 March Parent Techer Interviews Year 7,11,12 4:30-6pm and open classrooms in K-6  
4:30-5:30.  
If you have children in the year groups listed above appointment bookings can be made through the  
Sentral Parent Portal as well as by phoning the office. Please come and speak with the teachers to see how 
students are progressing in their senior subjects or if you have students in K-7 please come and talk to us 
about how they have settled into the new school year. The K-6 teachers will have the classrooms open for 
you to come in and view classwork, routines and structures that make up your child’s day. 
 
K-6 Change to the way we start the School Day 
K-6 students no longer have a daily muster assembly.  All students on bell time move to their classrooms 
where they participate in wellbeing and personal interest reading activities. The rolls are marked for the 
day and the students are settled and ready for learning. We will still hold a Formal Assembly weekly on 
Monday from 2.30 pm and invite families to come and join us in celebrating students success. 
 
Year 6 into 7 2025 
I very much enjoyed meeting the families of students going into Year 7 in 2025. We had a number of  
families from the schools in our area join us. Mr Dolman will be the Year Advisor and together with the  
secondary staff they put together a series of mini lessons for students to participate in. Mr Dolman is  
famous not only for the expertise he brings to the Auto Workshop but also his ability in the Kitchen.  
The lemonade scones were a hit. Mr Dolman was also assisted by a number of Year 11 and 12 students who 
were there to answer questions, guide parents on the tour, and bake the scones.  
 
International Women’s Day 
On 8 March we will celebrate International Women’s Day. This year our Girls Advisor Tiff Wiblen has put 
together a program for our girls that will reinforce the theme for 2024 which is Inspire Inclusion. The  
promotion of equality and gender parity is incredibly important. I tell the story of my family where my 
Mum was not permitted by her parents to continue at school past the old Leavers Certificate otherwise 
known as Year 10. Her goal for me was to go to University and do whatever it was that I wanted to do. I had 
always wanted to teach but it wasn’t until it was almost too late that I discovered I could be a music 
teacher and get paid to do what I loved, which was play music. I am so very grateful to my parents for  
believing in me and encouraging me. How I ended up in the Principal’s chair is another story I will share at a 
different time. 
 
Our Career’s Advisor 
This year our Career’s Advisor Mark Chaseling has minimal face to face classes. This is so we can have an 
individualised focus on careers. It allows students and families to book appointments with him to discuss  
career pathways. There are so many different pathway options available to students. Many  
students don’t really know what they want to do so it is important to sign up for the careers excursions that 
Mark is organising to see what the possibilities are.  

Continued next page 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (cont.) 
Nimbin Place Plan 
I am so pleased that on Tuesday our Leadership Team will be working with Lismore Council for student  
input in relation to Nimbin of the Future. Our young people have clear ideas about what they want, what 
activities they would like to do and where these things should occur. Thanks for including us and giving the 
students a voice. This is a very exciting project. 
 
Community Liaison Officer 
Jane Mari is continuing in the Community Liaison role at Nimbin Central. If you have a matter you would 
like to raise and are not sure who to speak to Jane is someone you can call.  
 
Learning and Support Teachers 
If you have any learning concerns for your child, please make contact with us. Therese Hedwards for K-6 
and Alethea (Thea) Aquilina for 7-12.  
 
Secondary Principal Commendations 
River McPherson- for Citizenship.  
Eden Freeman- for exceptional work in Design and Technology in particular his design brief. 
Rezna Bels- for grit and self motivation in course work.  

Sally-Ann Thompson 

 

 
THANK YOU MARC!!! 

 
This week ISS (the contracted cleaning company for the 
DoE) came to celebrate Marc's contribution. 
 
They presented Marc with a badge marking this special 
occasion. It says 30 years but it has been 32! 
 
Of course, for us, cleaning is just one thing Marc does. 
 
He is such a valuable and appreciated part of our school 
community and the Nimbin community in general. 
 
His dedication, application and jovial approach to his 
work brings a smile to so many faces everyday. 
 
His music, breakfast and jokes kick start our days and he 
makes the school a better place (although some who 
know and listen to his Nim FM slot may dispute the 
music and jokes part!) 
 
Thank you Marc for all the things you do for Nimbin. 
 
Simon Graham 
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FROM THE DEPUTY 
 
What a great start to the year. 
 
The effort and engagement in learning at the moment is exciting. The learners are doing 
some amazing things and the teachers are super proud of their efforts. 
 
We have introduced the Golden Ticket (which replaces the old $5 vouchers with a twist) to 
reward the learners for their efforts and application. Students can earn a Golden Ticket for 
lots of things from classwork/ effort/ learning dispositions/ sporting achievements/ arts and 
culture achievements and go into the draw for rewards. So please ask your learner about the 
Golden Tickets, they won’t find one in a Wonka bar but they can get one at Nimbin Central 
School! We want to reward our learners for good things. We recognise that 95% of our  
students do their best all the time and we need to celebrate that and share their success. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may notice a big media campaign by the government around attendance in the coming 
few months. Attendance at all schools has become an issue since the pandemic and natural 
disasters. I have presented the stats before. It is vitally important for children to attend 
school every day that school is open and they are well enough to do so.  
 
Missing days means they not only miss the learning, which adds to anxiety about falling  
behind, but they miss the social/emotional learning, the skills gained by getting along and 
playing with others. School is not all about Literacy and Numeracy (although they are  
important) it is so much more, and staying away affects that advocacy and sense of  
belonging, the smiling, fun and laughter. 
 
If your learner is not having fun, laughing, and enjoying school contact us and let’s have a 
conversation about improving that. 
 
We had a great swimming carnival- Go Yumbah! 
 
Simon Graham 
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Nimbin Central School 

Term 1, 2024                                  Key Dates 

Tuesday 5 Mar Nimbin Place Plan 

Wednesday 6 Mar School Photos 

Stage 6 and Year 7 Parent Teacher Interviews 4.30 pm—6.00 pm 

K-6 Open Classroom—Meet the Teacher  4.30 pm—5.30 pm 

Friday 8 Mar International Women’s Day 

Sydney University Visit 

Wednesday 13 Mar - 

Monday 25 Mar 

NAPLAN 

Thursday 14 Mar Pi Day 

Thursday 21 Mar Harmony Day 

Thursday 28 Mar Primary Easter Hat Parade 

Friday 29 Mar Good Friday 

Monday 1 Apr Easter Monday 

Friday 5 Apr Secondary Cross Country at Ballina 

Friday 12 Apr Last day of Term 1 

Tuesday 30 Apr Students return for Term 2 

School ANZAC Ceremony 

 
 

MEET THE TEACHER 
 

OPEN CLASSROOM 
 

K-6 
 

Wednesday 6th March 
 

4.30 pm—5.30 pm 
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2025 Year 7 Information Night 
 On February 27 students starting Year 7 in 2025 had the opportunity to tour our school, meet  

teachers, and enjoy scones baked by our high school students. The tour included science experiments,  
drama games, a gallery walk, dancing, creating music and viewing our great art facilities, including a  
ceramics room and dark room for photography. Year 7 students will have the brilliant Rob Dolman as their  
Year Advisor in 2025. It is an exciting milestone and Rob will be there to guide and support students as they 
begin their high school journey. We look forward to welcoming these students into our secondary school 
next year! 
 
Sara Khamkoed 
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NOW 

AVAILABLE! 
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TROPICAL FRUIT WORLD EXURSION 
The Stage 5 Food Technology and Agriculture classes went to Tropical Fruit World on Wednesday to  
explore new amazing and interesting fruits and learn about their origins and how they are farmed. 
 
We had a very knowledgeable tour guide named Andy who showed us the different directions the crops 
were planted in order to manipulate their growth and fruiting to ensure an all-year round crop. Andy spoke 
about the different soil types and qualities, and we learnt that avocado trees are planted on mounds as 
they don't like wet roots. 
 
We explored the packing shed, learning about the industrial side; how the fruits are sorted and stored and 
distributed and used not just for their fresh food market but in their cafe, as well as made into  
beauty products and garnishes. 
 
The students went on a tractor ride, sightseeing all the different trees, learning there are over 23000  
avocado trees, with many different varieties on the farm. 
 
There was a petting zoo with chickens, sheep and goats getting lots of snacks and cuddles from the  
students. 
 
A fun boat ride took us to an island with indigenous foods and recreational activities that kept everyone 
amused. 
 
The tour was wrapped up with a fruit tasting and then everyone was able to explore the fruit market and 
cafe, indulging in a tropical infused lunch.  
 
The students all had a great time!  
                                                                                                                                                                  Yeleena Paolucci 
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YEAR 3-6 SPORT 

 

This term, 3/4/5M and 5/6C are combining to engage in a variety of sporting activities for skill development, 
health and fitness, strength, balance, mobility and of course fun. From Week 4 we are in the MPU working 
on fundamental movement skills as part of our PDHPE program. Our students had so much fun, lots of 
laughs and happy faces could be seen. In Week 8 we will start cross country training in preparation for  
competition at Caniaba Week 2, Term 2. 
 
Jo Mackney   
Assistant Principal 3-6 (Rel) 
Stage 2 Classroom Teacher 
 

 
NIMBIN CENTRAL SCHOOL IS NOW ON FACEBOOK.  PLEASE FIND US AND LIKE US: 

www.facebook.com/nimbincentralschool 
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The school canteen is looking for vol-
unteers. If you can spare some time to 
help out, it would be greatly appreciat-
ed. Even just an hour or two can make 
a big difference.  Call Simone on 
66891355 or drop in to see her. 

NCS Newsletter Team 

       
      Design & Editing:         
      Julie Wone  
      

      Proof Reading: 

      Sue Willis 

 
  NIMBIN CENTRAL SCHOOL HATS 

 
AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE 

 
100% COTTON 

 
$15.65 
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